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Dear Emma, 
 
Re: Response to the Local Government and Regeneration Committee’s consultation 
on the Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill 
 
I am responding on behalf of the National Federation of the Blind of the United Kingdom 
(NFBUK). 
 
NFBUK was established in 1947 and is an independent, non-political, self-help group and 
registered charity.  Through campaigning and representation, the NFBUK strives to 
improve the overall quality and welfare of daily life, for all blind, deaf-blind, partially sighted 
people and those whose sight impairment is part of multi disability, in the UK. This 
includes, equal access to and the safe freedom of movement within the built environment.  
 
NFBUK welcomes this opportunity to respond to the consultation on the Footway Parking 
and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill.  
 
NFBUK is a democratic membership led organisation and regularly 
consults/communicates with its members on all aspects and issues affecting their daily life. 
Hence NFBUK is the genuine voice of blind people in the UK. 
 
Since the 1980’s, NFBUK has been running a campaign entitled “give us back our 
pavements”, in which we call for safe, obstacle free, uncluttered, unhindered pavements 
whereby we can safely gain access to the streets of our villages, towns & cities, without 
having to risk incurring injury or danger. Therefore, we are very strong supporters and 
welcome these moves to introduce legislation to prevent parking of vehicles on pavements 
and at dropped kerbs.   
 
As stated above, NFBUK is a non-political organisation and therefore calls upon all 
members of the Local Government and Regeneration Committee and the entire Scottish 
Parliament, (irrespective of party  political persuasion), to speedily and urgently pass this 
legislation without delay, thus enabling blind, deaf-blind and partially sighted people to take 
their rightful place as equal citizens in today’s society.  
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Response to consultation questions: 
 

1. What are your experiences of parking of a footway or on a road next to a dropped 
kerb or double parking? 

 
Since the offence of parking on the pavement was removed from the Highway Code 
in the 1980’s (without any prior consultation), increasingly this has become a daily 
problem and nightmare for all blind, deaf-blind and partially sighted people to 
negotiate. Our members are constantly reporting incidents in which they are put in 
danger or incur injury or accident as a result. Personally, I have been hit in the face 
by a wing mirror of a vehicle parked on the pavement, as I tried to pass it. Were this 
to happen to someone who was recovering from eye surgery to try and save their 
sight, the consequences don’t bear thinking about. It would also defeat the purpose 
of spending NHS finance to save their sight. I am a long guiding cane user and 
have experienced the situation, whereby the tip of my cane became stuck and 
broke under the tyre of a vehicle parked on the pavement. This meant that I was left 
to try and get home without any sight, or sighted assistance or the use of my cane – 
a very frightening and confidence sapping experience when you are blind, I am sure 
you will agree. I have also experienced difficulty with vehicles parked at dropped 
Kerbs: Whilst walking parallel with the main road, I had to cross a side road to 
continue my journey. Having safely used the first dropped kerb, on reaching the 
other side of the side road, I encountered a car blocking my access and use of the 
dropped kerb to get onto the pavement. On requesting the female driver who 
emerged from the car, to park elsewhere as the car was blocking the dropped kerb. 
The dismissive response I received was “I will only be there for about 10 minutes”. I 
was therefore left with no option but to walk out into the oncoming traffic on the 
main road in order to regain the pavement. I find this attitude totally unacceptable, 
especially as there were “no parking” signs and yellow markings on the roadway, 
with a free car park only 40-60 feet further down the side road! Which proves that 
some people won’t walk the length of themselves.   

 
2. There are a number of exceptions whereby parking on a footpath, next to a dropped 

kerb or double parking would be permissible. Do you have a view on these 
exceptions? 

 
As these exceptions are mainly covering emergency vehicles, we would not have 
any major objections to these exceptions.  

 
3. What exceptions should be allowed, if any, to allow a vehicle to wait whilst parked 

on a footpath, next to a dropped kerb or double parked? 
 

There should be no exceptions except in emergency situations – please see 
response above to question 2.  

 
4. The Bill would allow local authorities to designate areas as being exempt from these 

restrictions. Do you have a view on what the criteria for exemption should be? 
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We do not believe that there should be any routine exemptions permitted. Drivers 
will just see this simply as an invitation to carry on parking irresponsibly on 
pavements and at dropped kerbs as before.  

 
5. Enforcement of the Bill would be the responsibility of the Police (via fixed penalty 

notices) in areas where parking is criminalised or local authorities (via penalty 
charge notices) in areas where parking has been decriminalised. Do you have any 
comments in relation to how the Bill would be enforced? 

 
We very strongly support and endorse the police enforcing the legislation via fixed 
penalty notices. We would also like to see consideration being given to introducing 
a scheme whereby penalty points are added onto drivers’ licenses for repeated 
offenders.  

 
We would be pleased to meet with you in order to discuss the foregoing further, if this 
would be of help. Please do not hesitate to contact me by email at admin@nfbuk.org or 
dgilroy@talktalk.net if you have any questions on the above response or if we can be of 
any further assistance in this matter. 
 
When replying, please do so by email to either of the above email addresses.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Douglas Gilroy 
NFBUK President 
 
25 Park Street, Dumbarton, Scotland, G82 1RF 
Home: 01389 763091 
Mobile: 07823501115 
Email: dgilroy@talktalk.net 
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